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DAK 'ART BATAAXAL

In this third issue, the twice-monthly publication offers an snapshot of the 14th Dakar Biennale's programme.
The different columns are : two «cartes blaches» to Soly Cissé and MSAD, Scientific Symposium, Art Market and
Professional Meetings.
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After gathering nearly 250,000 visitors in 2018, among them more than 50,000 from abroad, 11,000 professionals,
over 3,000 creators, artists of matter, manufacturers, galleries, houses of excellence, foundations and institutions, the
Dakar Biennale has ultimately revealed all the richness and vitality of its confrontational and publicizing platforms for
contemporary art professionals.

An International Influence
¢ Increasing international reach with nearly 85 countries represented in the program;
e Constantly increasing attendance (250,000 visitors expected, including a third of professional visitors);

A Unique Programming

e Arich program with 3144 visitors (conferences, film screenings, debates...);

More than 2,500 artists of matter at the IN and OFF programs on the territory and in the Diaspora;

The IN agenda will feature 16 exhibition projects, dozens of meetings and major events;

It will be the rendezvous of excitement and spree with more than 450 exhibitions and cultural events on the OFF
Program;

A Remarkable Media Presence

e More than 1,200 journalists and new media present;

e 80 media and non-media partners;

e More than 500 VIP guests at opening exhibitions and previews;

e 200 ads in Dakar and upcountry (including rolling ads): 12sg. m billboards throughout the Dakar region, digital
screens, lollipops and banners, as well as other visuals on Dakar Dem Dikk and AFTU commuter buses;

Decorating toll motorway walkways, site branding, sustained digital campaign, web banners and advertising spots on
the Dakar Biennale websites and partner media outlets;

An exhibition area on the capital and the fourteen regions of Senegal;

A strong new media presence;

Know-how renowned for its mechanisms to mediate for all audiences;

A label and living places connected to contemporary trends;

A laboratory to experiment the nexuses of art, creation, innovation and business.
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CARTE BLANCHE TO SOLY
CISSE AT THE NATIONAL ART
GALLERY

Soly Cisse, a mutational
legend

An icon. At the National Art Gallery,
the 14th Dakar Biennale will
showcase visual artist Soly Cissé’s
latest creations. Carte blanche is
given to him to perform under the
theme of mutations.

With a sharp analysis, art critic
Massamba Mbaye paints Cissé as
a visual artist who runs the gamut
of metamorphosis. «His work often
evokes theranthropy or zooanthropy.
He effortlessly transform humans
into animals in whole or in part for
improved understanding of our
obscure facet even if the animal is
not always negatively connoted,»
the exhibition curator highlighted.

By placing animal, human and
individual identities under stress, he
replicates our ills, our hidden affects
into the animal or hybrid kingdom in
a bid to otherwise mirror our selves
to us. «Human is at the heart of his
concerns: metamorphosis dominates
the form that preserves, to a certain
extent, a critical component of the
individual, the essence,» Mbaye
noted. The latter argues that it is
therefore possible to believe in the
human, to keep hope.

© SOLY CISSE
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© MSAD

CARTE BLANCHE TO MSAD

The Thies-based Senegalese
Manufactures of Decorative Arts,
a crucible of creation to discover

The Senegalese Manufactures of Decorative Arts (MSADs)
will be in the spotlights of the Dakar Biennale programme.
The artistic production institution located in Thiés, 70 km
away from Dakar, has «Carte Blanche» in the «IN» program.

This is a great opportunity to showcase one of our most
prestigious national artistic institutions since setting up
the former «National Manufacture of Tapestries» in 1966
and following the 1973 reform establishing the Senegalese
Manufactures of Decorative Arts (MSAD).

Director General Aloise Ndam Diouf proudly recalls that
MSADs have contributed in Senega’s artistic influence
for more than 50 years. Today, the Manufactures are
unquestionably infusing rebirth into cultural heritage-inspired
tapestry collections, with an exquisite array of products
and materials (ceramics, silkscreen, batick). Here, between
cardboard painters and crafts people, no doubt that plastic
arts play a pivotal role in tapestry production.

For the Dakar 2022 Biennale, MSADs are reserving a rich
programme for the Senegalese public and visitors from all
over the world - workshop visits, meetings and exchanges,
Senegalese art conferences, MSADs in the spotlights,
workshops and open-house days. Tours will be organized
towards this city at the gates of the Cayor.




2022 BIENNALE SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM
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will generate «the Dakar
Discourse»

The scientific symposium as a keynote and hot
issue discussion forum is one of the highlights
of the Dakar Biennale of Contemporary African
Art program. The event will be hosted at the
Museum of Black Civilization Conference Hall.

Forthe 2022 edition entitled «I Ndaffa # /Forger/
Out of fire», writer-cum-academic Felwine Sarr,
who coordinates the Scientific Symposium, will
gather art professionals and institutions, artists,
curators, art-minded intellectuals, researchers
and academics from various fields of study.

All the A-listers will chose among the choicest topics to address under the very promising, three-pronged theme of the «forge» -
a linkage between human rights, memory justice and heritage. The purpose of the three sub-themes is to extract the substance
of the keynote - the forge.

Scientific meetings are critical because a biennale is precisely a time when the country, or the continent, addresses the world,
Sarr said. The theme is elaborated on, and artists draw inspiration from the keynote to come up with unique works. Yet it is
important to discuss and throw into the language and word space a number of ideas that will go down as the discourse that Dakar
will thereafter project across the four winds on behalf of Africa, she insisted.

ART MARKET and
PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS

At the Monument of African Renaissance, the Art Market has become

a household word

It is in everybody’s mind. It is the buzz word. The African Art Market
issue will be high on the Dakar 2022 Biennale professional meetings
agenda. Abdoul Aziz Dieng and visual artist Kalidou Kassé lead that
official program component. For The Sahelian Brush, as the artist is
nicknamed, the initiative complements a missing link from the Dakar
Biennale. In Kassé’s standpoint, the market invites artists from the seven
seas to present their works. According to him, it is about articulating an
entire environment around the market

Artists, merchants, antique dealers, camera operators, brokers,
collectors, etc. are invited to “argue the issue”, borrowing Senghor’s
endeared phrase.

In the organizers’ standpoint, the Covid-19 pandemic has forced
art market players’ business onto the Internet as a matter of
urgency. Behaviors have thus been sustainably transformed. A deep
transformation is therefore sweeping through the art market. It will be F
necessary to build on the works of UNESCO, WIPO and CISAC to have .-,
all-round understanding of these changes.
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